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RESPECTING THE 


P O O R. 


S much hath of late 18 tren 


on the ſubjett of our po the 
intolerable burden of whoſe mainte- 
nance has been fo univerſally felt and 
complained of, and an a remedy 
hitherto ſought for in vain ; I ſhall hope 
to render ſome ſervice to my country 
if I can throw any ſuch light on the 
ſubjeQ as may contribute to check or 


remove the growing evil, and to ſuggeſt 


a method of providing for the nece ſ— 
B ſitous, 
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fitous, the ſimplicity of which may be 
as evident as its efficacy; a ſyſtem that, 
if carried into execution, will immedi- 


ately remove the inſupportable load 


now borne by the induſtrious yeoman— 
procure a more comfortable- and more 
generous proviſion for the diſtreſſed, 
and in a manner honourable to huma- 
nity—afford a ſtrong motive to mar- 
riage—andencourage population among 
the inferior ranks of ſociety, who are 


the pillar of every ſtate, and the pri- 


mary cauſe of its proſperity. It is to 
their arm we r-uſt be indebted for 
defence or victory in war, and to their 
number and induſtry we muſt owe the 
increaſe of our wealth, procured by 
agriculture or manufattures in time of 
peace. 

Religion, which inculcates as the 
firſt duty the love of our neighbour, 
as of ourſelves, lays upon us the moſt 
powerful obligations to contribute to 

the 


LA 


LA 


ſuggeſted by philanthropiſts for this 
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the relief and comfort of our fellow- 
creatures to the utmoſt of our power ; 


and as virtue is its own reward, the 


exalted pleaſure of doing good is 
among the firſt and nobleſt of human 
enjoyments. Let thoſe alſo who pol- 
ſeſs affluence remember, that they owe 
the ſuperiority of their portion to the 
labour of their inferiors; gratitude 
therefore ſhould engage them, in return, 
to delight in rendering the ſituation of 
the poor as comfortable as poſſible. 
Many ſchemes have been of late 


purpoſe. Worthy is the object; and 
they who have turned their minds to 
the attainment of ſo deſirable an end 
deſerve the acknowledgements of the 
public. It muſt be acknowledged, 
that hitherto all the means employed 
have been found inadequate, and ſome 
ſeem to have but contributed to aggra- 
vate the evil, which -they had hoped 

B 2 to 
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to relieve. The remedy, however, 
though not yet found, ſhould not be 
deſpaired of: from the diſperſed hints, 
collected, compared, and reduced to 
ſyſtem, ſomething more ſtable, pratti- 
cable, and adequate, may I hope be 
formed; and whilſt it will diminiſh the 
burden, by dividing it, procure a relief 
more comfortable for the objefts in 
diſtreſs. 

It is, I believe, become pretty gene- 
rally admitted, that one of the beſt 
methods, if it can be carried into 
execution, for relieving the lower 
claſſes of the community, under the 
infirmities of age, in ſickneſs or po- 
verty, is to engage them, whilſt in health 
and ſtrength, to aſſiſt in raiſing a fund 
for the ſupply of their own neceſſities 
in the hour of calamity. 

The friendly ſocieties very generally 
eſtabliſhed have afforded a proof of the 
very beneficial influence of ſuch aſſoci- 

ations ; 
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ations; notwithſtanding many loſſes 
have been occaſioned by the fraudu- 
lence of ſtewards, and though they 
have been univerſally attended wich 
needleſs, and dangerous expence; 
their meetings being always held at 
public houſes, where, beſide the con- 
tribution for the public cheſt, an addi- 
tional ſum of money muſt be ſpent by 
every ſubſcriber: and as it often hap- 
pens, indeed humanly ſpeaking it is 
impoſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe, the 
conſequences of ſuch meetings at ale- 
houſes are highly prejudicial, and 
counteratt the very purpoſe for which 
the ſociety was inſtituted; for not- 
withſtanding all their rules, which are in 
general very proper, there can be no 
ſafety in a place of temptation, where 
many aſſemble, where ſome are intem- 
perate, and where the force of their 
example will be felt. Yet with all the 
inconveniencies which attend them, 

B 3 theſe 
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theſe ſocieties have in many places 
accumulated a ftock, after making 
proviſion for all their ſick and diſabled 
members, and furniſhing burying- 
charges—and in ſome caſes a premium 
for the widow ; deduRtions which muſt 
deeply, and perhaps unneceſſarily, af- 
ſc@ their funds. 

Something of this nature in every 
pariſh, eſt:»liſhed by law, and under 
proper regulations, would, I am per- 
ſuaded, afford the wiſhed-for remedy ; 
and whilſt it would add to the comfort 
and relief of the poor, would effectually 
reduce the pariſh rates of which we at 
preſent, and with reaſon, fo heavily 
complain. - | 

After ſo much as hath been already 
written on the ſubject, it may appear 
preſumptuous in one who lives ſo much 
out of the world, in a little country 
village, to intrude upon the public my 
ideas; but on conſidering the matter, 

reading 
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reading what has fallen in my way on 
the ſubjett, and converſing with ſome 
who are the friends of humanity and 
the poor, the following Hints have 
forcibly ſtruck my mind, as offering 
a means for the relief of the poor, per- 
fectly ſimple in its nature —eaſily (at 
leaſt in moit places) carried into execu- 
tion—more efficacious to relieve the 
necefſitous—and certain inftantly to 
lighten the pariſh aſſeſſments. 

If ſome of the hints have been 
before ſuggeſted, others I apprehend 
may be conſidered as new, at leaſt I 
have not ſeen, or heard of them, as 
forming a part of the preſent plan for 
relieving our burdens: and of thoſe 
methods, which with others we concur 
in commending, ſome circumſtances 
may in the following Plan lead to 
render their execution more eaſy and 
praQicable. 

B4 | The 
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The principal feature of the ſcheme 
I propoſe is ſimply this: to oblige every 
man or woman, who labours for hire, 
and earns three ſhillings or more a 
week, to contribute out of their earn- 
ings weekly one Ai xt part; per- 
haps a 4wenty-fourth would not be an 
unreaſonable demand from them: a 
contribution that can ſcarce be felt, 
and yet would, I truſt, be found an 
effectual ſupply, and on the whole 
equal, if not ſuperior, to that made by 
thoſe wha have ſubſcribed to friendly 
ſocieties. 

In this*caſe, every labourer and ar- 
tificer will contribute in proportion to 
his gain, and his real ability; and tho', 
on being diſabled, he may not receive 
a larger proportion of relief than his 
fellows, yet if a worthy member of 
ſociety, and poſſeſſed of the leaſt tinc- 
ture of true Charity, be can have no juſt 

reaſon 
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reaſon to complain of the inequality of 
his contribution. Let him conſider, 
ſuppoſing he earns twelve fhillings a 
week, how much better he can afford 
to contribute four pence, than he who 
earns only fix to contribute two pence. 
The one will have ſtill eleven ſhillings 
and eight pence to provide for himſelf 
and family, the other only five ſhillings 
and ten pence. Where then is the 
hardſhip of the ſuperior contributor ? 
This is the firſt ſource of relief to be 
provided for the neceſſitous, by thoſe 
who may ſome time need the ſupport 
which they are affording to others. 
How chriſtian the ſcheme is, I nced 
only refer to 2 Cor. ch. xvi. 2. to 
ſhew : Upon the firſt day of the weck 
* let every one of you lay by him in ſtore, 
*« as God hath proſpered him.” Every 
one of you, chriſtianity demands the tri- 
bute of charity from every member : 


the wealthier are bound to larger acts 
of 
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of beneficence ; but he that hath little 
muſt not plead that as an excuſe, © but 
give diligence, to give of that little.” 

How politically uſeful the ſcheme is, 
I need not fay : it ſtimulates to induſtry, 
that we may have to give to him that 


necdeth ; and excites to diligence, by 


engaging even the covetous to replace, 
what if not given with delight, is ex- 
torted by authority. And the more 
every man earns, the more uſeful gene- 
rally he is to the ſociety of which he is 
a nher. For the vigour of every 
ſtate lies in its productive members. 
Shall I add, that the more in gencral 
a labourer and manufatturer earns be- 
yond his neceſſary calls, the worſe mem- 
ber of ſociety he uſually is; and ſuch 
contribution as he would pay to the 
poor fund, is juſt fo much ſaved from 
intemperance, and the alehouſe? 

But I mean not that the proviſion for 
the poor ſhould reſt ſolely on thoſe who 


may 
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may themſelves be reduced to want. 
A principal branch of the fund to be 
eſtabliſhed, mult and ought to ariſe from 
the contributions of thoie who never 
expect beneiit from the contribution 
they are called to make. The richer 
part of the community ought to ſupply 
all that may be deficient, after the por- 
tion of induſtry has begun the account. 

I propoſe therefore, that every oc- 
cupier of lands and tenements, inſtcad 
of their preſent aſſeſſment, ſhall pay at 
leaſt one twentieth part of the rent of 
ſuch lands and tenements towards the 
relief of the poor; a charge much infe- 
rior to the preſent poor-rate, but L 
hope, with the addition propoſed, ade- 
quate to the end. But ſhould it be 
found otherwiſe, a larger contribution 
ſhould be made—a fifteenth of the rent 
inſtead of a twentieth. 

In order to collect the whole with 
the greateſt eaſe, regularity, ſimplici- 


ty 
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ty and certainty, I propoſe, that every 
Sunday after evening ſervice, a veſtry 
be held for this purpoſe, and the fol- 
lowing regulations, or ſuch as may be 
judged more effettual, purſued: 

Should Sunday evening be objeaed 
to, as making the Lord's day a day of 
buſineſs, any other day may be ap- 
pointed : though I apprehend fo chari- 
table a work will ſanctify the employ- 
ment of even a part of the ſacred hours; 
and a very ſhort time would account for 
the weekly aſſeſſment, when once the 
matter was in the proper train. Per- 
haps alſo, ſome benefit might ariſe 
from engaging the principal farmers, 
who muſt be the chief paymaſters, to 
attend the afternoon ſervice, which, at 
leaſt, could do them no harm. 

I would have every pariſh perfealy 
diſtinct from any other, in its contribu- 
tion and management of the poor. I 
by no means approve of general aſſo- 

ciations 
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Tiations of counties, or even of hun- 
dreds or diſtritts. I ſce innumerable 
objections to the adminiſtration of 
larger and common funds. The buſi- 
neſs becomes more complex, and is 
never carried on with equal œcůonomx, 
as when every pariſh attends to its own 
expenditure. The ſimplicity of the 
plan, and the facility of its execution, 
appcar to me the deſirable objects; 
and if the following Scheme pollcfles 
theſe, it deſerves conlideration. 

In every pariſh the miniſter, church- 


wardens, and overſcers of the poor 


ſhould be a body corporate. To their 
number I wiſh to have aſſociated one 
choſen annually by the labourers and 
artificers who contribute of their carn- 
ings to the propoſed fund, that in him 
they may have a voice in the diſtribu. 
tion of the neceflary expenditure, and 
that he may make a report to his con- 

ſtituents 


14 HINTS xrEsrtctinG 


ſtituents of the fairneſs with which theif 
contributions are adminiſtered. 

I ſhould think this would be alſo 
very conciliatory and ſatisfactory to 
the poor who contribute, as, by ſuch 
an inſpeQor choſen from among them- 
Iclves, they will receive every poſſible 
aſſurance that juſtice is done in the ad- 
miniſtration of the fund to which they 
contribute : and as it would be the ge- 
neral intereſt, that no improper appli- 
cation of it ſhould be made, ſuch an 
aſſeſſor would beft ſatisfy thoſe who 
choſe him ; and being taken from the 
inferior claſs, from ſuch as might ſhare 
their wants, the poor would have leſs 
reaſon, perhaps, to fear oppreſſion : 
though I muſt do thoſe the juſtice with 
whom I have ever been converſant, 
to affirm, that the poor are twenty 
times unrealonable, and unthankful, 
for once that I have ever ſeen an over- 
{cer oppreſſive or inhuman, 

Of 
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Of theſe, two at leaſt ſhould meet 
at the veſtry every Sunday after even- 
ing ſervice, with a regular book con- 
taining the names of all the inhabitants 
who are rateable, landholders, farmers, 
occupiers of houſes, labourcrs and ar- 
tificers, men and women, who work 
for hire. 

Where the pariſhes are large, or 
conſiſting of divers hamlets, there one 
of the corporation, or veſtry, with a 
book containing the names of the con- 
tiguous inhabitants, ſhould be appointed 
to receive the contribution, one even- 
ing in the week, at a fixed hour and 
place, and the general account be paſſ- 
ed once a month at the veſtry, when 
all the collections of the ſeveral diſtritts 
ſhould be accounted for. In large and 
populous towns, the {ſtreets might form 
ſuch diviſions, as the hamlets in the 


country, 


The 
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The perſons who employ the la- 
bourers or artificers, being uſually the 
principal people of the pariſh, are to 
be reſponſible weekly for ſuch a pro- 
portionable ſum of wages as has been 
earned in their ſervice, to be deduaed 


out of ſuch labourer or artificer's pay, 


at the rate of one thirty-ſixth part of 
the whole. Alſo, I would have their 
weekly proportion of one twenti- 
eth part of their own ſeveral rents 
paid by them, ſo as to prevent all other 
trouble to the overſeers; which in many 
pariſhes would be a great relief, and 


engage them very gladly to devote ſo 


ſmall a portion of their time as might 
be ncedful to hold the veſtry every 
Sunday evening. 

All men and maid ſervants, hired by 
the year or the week, and reſident in 
their maſter or miſtreſs's family, to pay 
one cighteenth of their wages, according 
to the ſame weekly contribution; for 


which 


| 
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which their ſeveral maſters and miſ- 
treſſes are to be reſponſible whenever 
ſuch ſervants are paid their wages, and 
for which ſervants they ſhall account 
at fartheſt every half year with the 
pariſh committee. 

All artificers and labourers not ge- 
nerally reſident in the family, but who 
ſhall at any time have board as well as 
wages, to pay one erghteenth of their 
earnings as menial ſervants, and on 
the ſame grounds; their board being 
ſo conſiderable a part of the reward of 
their labour, as will render ſuch e:gh- 
teenth part of their wages, no more 


than their proportionate contribution; 


and for which ſuch perlons as they 
work with are to be reſponſible, de- 
ducting ſuch ezghteenth part from their 
wages. 

All harveſtmen who ſhall have their 
board as well as month's wages, to pay 
an e:ghteenth part of ſuch wages to the 

C pariſh 
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pariſh from whence they went to har- 
veſt-work, and to which they after- 
wards return ; for which their employer 
is to be reſponſible, and to dedutt fo 
much from their wages ; the labourer 
receiving from ſuch employer a note 
ſignifying his place of abode, and the 
ſum deduted from ſuch labourer's 
wages: unleſs, perhaps, it may be 
thought more eligible, conſidering the 
diſtances which ſome harveſtmen travel, 
and the difficulty of remittances from 
the maſters who employ them, to 
obligethe labourers themſelves, on their 
return to the former place of their 
abode, and where they paid their laſt 
contribution, to produce a note from 
their employers of the ſums they have 
earned ; of which they ſhall contribute 
one eighteenth part, if they have had 
board and lodging; or one thirty-ſixth, 
ſuppoſing tl. ey have ſubſiſted them- 
ſelves. 


Where 
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Where work is performed by the 
picce, or the great, and in all mines 
and great manufaRories, the employer 
to be reſponſible for one thirty-fixth 
rt of wages paid; and as it is his 
intereſt to take care that the contri- 
bution be duly levied, the matter, I 


apprehend, will be eaſily carried into 


effett. 
I ſhould apprehend alſo; that it 


would be perfetily equitable, and cor- 
reſpondent with the ſoundeſt principles 
of piety and charity, that ſome addi- 
tional ratio of contribution ſhould be 
eſtabliſhet] for young men who are 
unmarried ; which would operate alſo 
beneficially for the public, as an in- 
ducement to marriage. And as ſuch 
young men have generally, in every 
pariſh, parents or other near relatives 
chargeable, or likely to become ſo, 
ſuch additional demand from them, 
who have no houſe rent to pay, nor 

C 2 family 
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family to maintain, cannot be deemed 
at all oppreſſive, and is probably leſs 
than the duty they owe to ſuch near 
relatives as may be ſupported by the 
pariſh fund. Beſide their weekly con- 
tribution of one thirty-fixth part of 
their wages, I would have levied on 
them an additional monthly charge of 
one thirty-ſixth, making every fourth 
week one eighteenth part of ſuch un- 
married man's wages : unleſs it ſhall 
be ſatisfactorily proved to the veſtry, 
that ſuch young unmarried man lives 
with, and contributes to the ſupport of, 
ſome aged and helpleſs parent or re- 
lative, who would otherwiſe be bur- 
denſome to the pariſh; in which caſe, 
his contribution ſhall not exceed the 
common proportion. 

Every maſter taylor, barber, ſhoe- 
maker, &c. who works at his own 
trade, or employs others, ſhall for 
himſelf be rated at ſeven ſhillings 


weekly 3. 
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weekly ; if he has one apprentice, at 
nine ſhillings ; and if more than one, at 
ten ſhillings and ſixpence: one thirty- 
fixth part of which he ſhall contribute. 

Every contributor who is a labourer 
or artificer, ſhall be exempt from his 
twentieth of houſe rent, unleſs ſuch 
houſe ſhall be above five pounds annual 
rent : but all lands held by every ſuch 
perſon ſhall be ſubje& alſo to the 
twenticth part of the rent, as thoſe of 
other occupiers of land. 

From theſe collettive ſources the 
general fund is to be formed, from 
whence the ſupply for the poor is to 
be furniſhed, and regularly entered on 
the pariſh books as at preſent. And 
ſhould there (after relieving the proper 
objects, according to the proportion 
hereafter to be fixed), ſhould there, as. 
I hope there may, a ſurplus remain; 
I propoſe that ſuch ſum, every ſix or 
every twelve months, as may be judged 

C3 moſt 
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moſt expedient, ſhall be lodged with 


the receiver of the land tax, or com- 
miſhoner of the exciſe, who ſhall give 
an acknowledgment thereof, and the 
money thenceforward be conſidered as 
lent to the government, and bear in- 
tereſt accordingly : though perhaps 
ſuch intereſt ought not to commence 
till ſix months after ſuch payment, or 
till the ſum paid ſhall exceed twenty 
pounds. | 

This I hope would in time form an 
accumulating fund, to reduce the pro- 
portion of the contributions—or to 
increaſe the provifion of the poor or 
to yield a reſource, if by any conta- 
gious diſeaſe, or providential calamity, 
ſuch as fire or uncommon dearth, ſome 
more than ordinary burden ſhould fall 
upon ſuch pariſh. In which caſe, on 
the unanimous concurrence of all the 
members of the veltry, drafts ſhould be 
drawn on che receiver of che land tax, 


ts 
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o anſwer the exigences of the pariſh 
out of the accumulating fund. 

Should there be, as I hope, ſuch a 
fund to accumulate, after ſome trial 
had been made of the ſcheme, I ſhould 
then propoſe, inſtead of a conſtant ac- 
cumulation, that ſome diminution ſhould 
be made in the contributions of the la- 
bourers and artificers; the pariſh levy 
continuing, as before, at a twentieth of 
the rental. 

But ſhould it be found, that the bur. 
den of the poor exceeds the weekly 
ſubſcriptions; in that caſe, I would 
have them increaſcd fo as never to ex- 
ceed a weni- fourth, and a twelfth, (ac- 
cording as they are ſubſiſted or not by 
their employers) and the town or pariſh 
rates be increaſed to a fifteenth of the 
rent, or more, if neceſſity required; 
but no labourer or artificer's contribu- 
tion to exceed the laſt-mentioned ratio. 

C 4 I am 
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I am very averſe to have any union 
or connection of pariſhcs reſpetting 
contribution. Every thing cf this kind 
ſhould be kept as diſtin& as poſſible; 
and though ſome particular places may 
be peculiarly burdened, they will, by 
this ſcheme, flill have a proportionate 
relief; and, as they pay a more than 
ordinary rate at preſent, they will pay 
more perhaps than their neighbours 
ſtill, but leſs than they did before: and 
as this is uſually the caſe in very po- 
pulous and manufaQuuring diſtricts, the 
burden chiefly lights on thoſe whoſe 
profits accrue from the labour and em- 
ployment of their numerous poor. Such 
places, alſo, will certainly receive a 
proportionable relief; and as the num- 
ber of the poor, in ſuch places, is pro- 
portionate to the number of manufac- 
turers, their contributions will be more 
conſiderable, from their numbers, than 
in villages where chere are no manufac- 

tories, 
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tories, and, conſequently, proportiona- 
bly relieve the pariſh aſſeſſments. 

What the quantum of proviſion will 
be, which this fund may afford, I can- 
not ſay poſitively ; but I hope it would 
be ſufficient to make a weekly allow- 
ance of four ſhillings, or upwards, to 
every poor man who is diſabled; and 
from two to three ſhillings for a poor 
woman, according to the rate of wages, 
and the dearneſs of proviſion, in the 
ſeveral counties; in which, according 
to their diſtance from the capital, their 
earnings, and the price of the neceſſa- 
ries of hife, bear uſually a near propor- 
tion. 

If a poor man, diſabled, has a fa- 
mily, ſome farther relief ſhould be af. 
forded, according to the number of in- 
fant children who are unprodudlive, 
which will ſeldom exceed two or three ; 
to which, as the utmoſt number, I 
would limit the relief, ſo that it ſhould 

not 
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not exceed a ſhilling for each child in- 
capable of work : but I would not fix 
any certain number or ſum, wiſhing to 
cave ſuch relief diſcretionary in the 
veſtry ; where I ſhould, from all I have 
obſerved, have no doubt that a com- 
paſhonate caſe would meet with every 
kind aſſiſtance. 

I hear much ſaid of the hard-heart- 
edneſs and peculation of pariſh officers, 
and great abuſes, and uſeleſs expendi- 
ture of the pariſh money. Some ſuch, 
perbaps, may be found, though I con- 
ſeſs not within the circle of my en- 
quiries. Perhaps, where there are large 
charity funds, or in conſiderable towns 
and cities, or where tiadeſmen over- 
icers compel the poor to lay out their 
money with them to diſadvantage, there 
may be ground for ſuch complaints ; 
but, I am perſuaded, there are few, 
very few pariſhes, not one in an hun- 
dred, where any ſuch abuſcs are found. 

But 
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But ſhouldthere be found a hard-hearted 
overſeer; i in the plan recommended, the 
miniſter of the pariſh, a man of educa- 
tion and liberal ſentiments, and one 
choſen out of the body of the poor, 
who may himſelf be reduced to apply 
for relief, would be a pretty effeQual 
ſecurity, that no caſe of real neceſſity 
and diſtreſs would be left deſtitute of 
an adequate relief. 

If ſome particularly afflifted by Pro- 
vidence, in any pariſh, required imme- 
diate relief beyond the eſtabliſhed rate 
of allowance, and affected any induſ- 
trious neighbour not uſually burden- 
ſome to the pariſh, and merely needing 
a temporary ſupply till he ſhould re- 
turn again to his wonted labour, I am 
perſuaded it might be ſafely left to the 
bumanity of the inhabitants, and be 
ſupplied by the benevolence of indivi- 
duals, or by a method which I have 
known moſt ſucceſsfully praQtiſed, and 
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commended as truly chriſtian. - At the 
requeſt of the churchwardens, the mi- 
niſter, during divine ſervice, after the 
Leflons, mentions the perſon, and their 
diſtreſs; and informs the congregation, 
that the churchwardens will collect their 
free benevolence. This I have done 
repeatedly ; and ſeen it, with pleaſure, 
furniſh a liberal and, aceording to my 
apprehenſion, the moſt agreeable kind 
of ſupply. 

To provide, as — as poſſible, for 
the real relief of the poor, in ſickneſs 
as well as indigence, I recommend it, 
as part of the duty of the pariſh corpo- 
ration, to be in contract with ſome hu- 
mane perſon in the medical line; who 
ſhould be engaged to pay proper atten- 
tion to their neceſſities. | 

The general mode, where the poor 
are farmed, for a preciſe ſum, to the 
care of an apothecary, is very meifica- 
cious: for, as they are let at fo low a 

price 
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price as to render it impoſſible that juſ- 
tice ſhould be done them; ſo, alſo, 
when they apply for medicine, they 
will be very troubleſome in their appli- 
cations. I would, therefore, wiſh that 
ſuch a ſalary ſhould be allowed, or ſuch 
an inferior price ſet on the medicines, * 
as, though fully ſufficient to repay the 
apothecary's attendance, ſhould be con- 
ſiderably below what he uſually charges. 
No perſon ſhould apply for medicine, 
but by an order from one of the corpo- 
ration, in writing ; and ſhould the pariſh 
have no reſident medical perſon, if he 
ſhall be required to attend at a diſtance 
from his place of abode, one half only 
of the fee uſually charged ſhall be paid 
by the veſtry, and he ſhall only attend 
by order. Perhaps ſome farther regu- 
lations, in this matter, might be ſug- 
geſted; all ſurgical operations ſhould 
be included in the fixed ſalary. 


No 
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No beggar ſhould be permitted in 
any vell policed ſociety, betauſe all 
proper relief ſhould be provided for the 
neceſſitous; and, in the prefent caſe, 
would be obtained by an application to 
the overſeers. An abſolute prohibition 
ſhould therefore be iſſued againſt re- 
lieving any vagrant, and a conſiderable 
penalty be levied, on information before 
any juſtice of the peace, on thoſe who 
by theirimprudent almſgiving encourage 
vagrancy. 

Some ſuch regulations I apprehend 
are in being, but diſregarded. They 
ſhould be revived with ſuch penaltics 
as cannot be avoided; nor do I think 
it unjuſt that the perſon who relieves a 
vagrant, inſtead of ſending him to the 
pariſh officers, that he may be re- 
mitted to his own diſtri, ſhould be 
liable to the perpetual maintenance of 
ſuch vagrant till he ſhall be legally ſet- 
tled by being admitted a pariſhioner in 
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conſequence of his labour, and contri- 
bution accepted by the corporation of 
the ſaid pariſh. To aboliſh all va- 
grancy is eſſential to induſtry ; nor 
would I have any paſs granted by a 
Juſtice of peace, but an order to the 
overſeers, according to a fixed route, to 
give food and lodging to ſuch diſtreſſed 
ſailor, ſoldier, or ſhipwrecked perſon, 
and no money whatever; ſhoes and 
clothes to be furniſhed from the place 
where the paſs is granted, if neceſlary ; 
to be repaid by the pariſh to.which ſuch 
perſon is paſſed. 

I wiſh to make houfes of correction 
needleſs, and houſes of induſtry ſuper- 
fluous ; the firſt of which tend but to 
increaſe, inſtead of correcting the 
vices of the poor; and the latter occa- 
ſion an expence far ſuperior to any ad- 
vantages which they produce; beſides 
their great unpleaſantneſs to the poor, 
who are compelled] to ſubnmt to ſuch 
an 
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an abode and confinement. I confeſs, 
I wiſh to contribute to their comforts, 
as cordially as to the reli cf of their 
neceſſities. 

Every man has his attachments, and 
little circle of conneQtions, ſmall indeed 
and confined among the poor, but not 
to them the leſs endeared: to be torn 
from them is painful, and even to be 
compelled to receive a more apparent- 
ly comfortable ſubſiſtence in a houſe 
of induſtry, is not only contrary to the 
natural liberty of mankind, but, all 
circumſtances of our feelings confi- 
dered, an act of great and unneceſ- 
ſary unkindneſs: for the matter is not, 
whether a poor man is not better 
clothed, and lodged, and fed in ſuch a 
place? but whether he feels himſelf 
more comfortable than in his own 
miſerable hovel, amidſt greater cold 
and want, and worle accommodations? 
Let the individual at leaſt judge for 
| himſelf, 
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himſelf, and, if he prefers his own cot- 
tage, why ſeparate him from it ? 1f 
he, therefore, who might be compelled . 
to go into a houſe of induſtry, or pa- 
riſh workhouſe, can be ſubſiſted in his 
own, on a ſum of money no great- 
er than muſt be expended on his ſub- 
ſiſtence in confinement, why not in- 
dulge him ? The brawls, diſputes, and 
putridity, attending the accumulation 
of numbers in the ſame houſe of con- 
finement, are, to thoſe who have ever 
been acquainted with theſe regions of 
miſery, bitterly grievous. | 
Beſides, the vaſt expence of ereQting 
large piles of building, the ſalaries of 
neceſſary officers, and the proviſion for 
maintenance, will, I fear, be found 
greatly to exceed the ſum which would” 
have maintained the individuals at 
home. And as'to the benefit which 
the public, or the pariſhes who ſupport 
theſe places, may be ſuppoſed to reap 
from the labour of the perſons confine 
D in 
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in theſe houſes, a very ſenſible treatiſe, 
lately publiſhed, on the poor-laws, will 
ſhew how aſtoniſhingly ſmall is the pro- 
duce of ſuch labour, and how very in- 
conſiderable the benefit accruing to 
the community. Indeed, I am per- 
ſuaded, a little proper attention 'to the 
poor at home, would procure greater 
advantages of labour than can be hoped 
from ſuch houſes of induſtry, and re- 
move a great part of their expence and 
uncomfortableneſs. 

If, during the ſeverer part of winter, 
where the houſes of a pariſh are conti- 
guous, or nearly fo, a large barn, pro- 
vided with a chimney, was ſupplied 
with fuel, to which the poor might bring 
their ſpinning-wheels, knit, card, or 
perform their uſual labour, it would, 
in many places where fire is a conſider- 
able article, be a great relief. 

If, alſo, at the expence of the fund, a 
ſtock. was provided of the coarſer ma- 
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terials, according to the eſtabliſhed 
manufacture of the neighbourhood , 
and obtaining the raw, and returning 
the manufattured matcrials, the poor 
might receive the full value of their 
labour, without oppreſſive deduQtions, 
or any intermediate perſons who are to 
have a profit from them ; much, I am 
ſure, might be done in many parts of 
the kingdom with which I am conver- 
ſant, for their relief; and the neceſſity of 
applying to the pariſh for pay be pre 
vented, at leaſt to a much inferior 
amount than at preſent. And every 
thing which the poor can be engaged by 
their own labour to procure for them- 
ſelves, is not only ſo much dedutted 
from the parochial burden, but ſo much 

gained to the ſtate in general. 
The chief burden of the poor is felt 
in winter. The cauſe, generally, is want 
of work; and that occaſioned by a 
lailure of crops—laying incloſed lands 
down in paſture—and multiplying cot- 
D 2 | kage's 
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tages beyond the demand of labour.—- 
For the firſt of theſe a remedy is not 
eaſily provided, as a ſcarce year raiſes 
the price of proviſions, and neceſſarily 
entails a greater expence in the provi- 
fion of a poor man; but when the la- 
bours of the barn fail, the pariſh may 
find ſome relief, by emptying ponds, 
cleaning ditches, making drains, raiſ- 
ing ſtone from quarries, or the like, fo 
as to reimburſe the wages it is neceſſary 
to advance to the poor. For the ſe- 
| cond, ſome proviſion ſhould be made 
in every act of parliament for an in- 
cloſure, that for the firſt ten years at 
leaſt, after every incloſure, no more 
land ſhall be laid down for grazing, than 
there is waſte, common, or land be- 
fore uncultivated brought into tillage. 
With regard to the laſt, it is a more 
ſerious evil than 1s generally imagined ; 
as all population that does not increaſe 
productive labour muſt neceſſarily tend 
to add to the burdens of every pariſh, 
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and impoveriſh the nation. Where- 
ever, therefore, there are cottages for 
agreater number of labourers than there 
is employment, ſome muſt be reduced 
to want, and the burden of their ſup- 
port fall on the place where they re- 

fide. | 
As the ſtrength and proſperity of 
every ſtate ariſe not from the num- 
bers, but the productive Jabours of the 
inhabitants, it is of as great importance 
to prevent the multiplying what muſt be 
unproductive and burdenſome, as to 
obtain new productive ſources, and 
increaſe a proportionable population. 
The incloſure of all waſte and unculti- 
vated lands is therefore a moſt defira- 
ble ſcheme in every view. Whenever 
there is food and labour, there will be 
hands and mouths, The human ſpc- 
cies naturally increaſe with the means 
of a comfortable ſubſiſtence ; and where 
that is not, it is the ſoundeſt policy, I 
apprehend, to prevent it. Where, 
D 3 therefore, 
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therefore, there is a ſufficiency or ſur- 
plus of labourers, no houſe nor cottage 
ſhould be crefted out of a market-town 
or city, unleſs, according to a proviſion 
made in one of our ſtatutes, a pro- 
portion of land be annexed to it, which, 

conſidering the altered value of money, 
ſhould not be leſs than from fix to ten 
pounds per annum. In every other 
caſc, no cottage ſhould be built, but 
with the leave of the pariſh corpora- 
tion, and a certificate that labourers in 


that place were needed. And where a pa- 


riſh js ovcrſtocked with houſes, it will 
be greatly the intereſt of every lord of 
the manor, and landholder, to demo- 
liſn by degrees his cottages, till their 
number is reduced to the ſtandard of 
the periſh work. 

Here a matter ſtrikes me which has 
becn much diſputed, whether our po- 
pulation in this kingdom increaſes ? I 
am ſurpriſed that a doubt is entertained 
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of it. If there was no other evidence 
of it, conſidering the highly cultivated 
ſtate of our country, than the univerſal 
increaſe of our poor-rates, I think it 
would be concluſive. 

A very great ſaving alſo to the poor. 
expenditure, may, I apprehend, be eaſily 
made, by cutting off all law expences, 
and rendering ſettlements and removals 
a matter more eaſily aſcertained and ad- 
juſted. 

The amount of ſuits at law to aſcer- 
tain ſettlements, is now known to be 
immenſe. It is become one great bu- 
ſineſs of our quarter- ſeſſions, and fills 
Weſtminſter-Hall. Something here 
muſt be radically wrong. Beſides the 
expences of law, what an endleſs loſs 
to ſociety is the interruption of pro- 
ductive labour, occaſioned by the at- 
tendance of thoſe who muſt appear as 
agents or witneſſes on thoſe occaſions! 

| D 4 Reſpectt- 


40 HINTS xzseegcring 


Reſpekting ſettlements, I recommend 
it as a maxim, that every man ſhall 
have perfect liberty to go and ſettle 
wherever he can earn the beſt wages, 
without the leaſt moleſtation. Where- 
ever he is employed, and pays his con- 
tribution, there, in caſe of providen- 
tial diſtreſs, ſhall he be entitled to re- 
lief, and his family. But ſhould it be 
ſaid, that by ſuch unbounded liberty 
of migration, ſome places would receive 
a greater burden than others, through 
ſome peculiarity of fituation engaging 
the artificer to ſeek a reſidence there; 
I can only fay, admitting the ſuppoſi- 
tion to be true, the advantage which 
the public would gain will more than 


| counterbalance ſuch fancied partial 1 in- 


convenience. Fancied, I ſay; for I 


confeſs I ſee no reaſon to apprehend 
any juſt objeftion to ſuch general li- 
berty, hut the very reverſe. Where- 
ever any man can earn the beſt " 
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| he end wild be refide; and it wouls 


be moſt advantageous for the community 
in general that he ſhould, as there his 
labour would be moſt productive; and 
wherever he can earn the beſt wages, 
there his own contribution would be the 
largeſt for the fund appropriated for 
the maintenance of others; and the 
probability is, that there alſo he is leaſt 
likely to be burdenſome himſelf. 

But ſhould any perſon removing 
from one pariſh to another, afford juſt 
ſuſpicion that he came with a view of 
being ſupported by that pariſh, in pre- 
ference to the place from whence he 
migrated, whether at his own choice, 
or at the inſtigation of others, this is 
eaſily prevented. Let every man who 
migrates from one pariſh to another, 
be obliged to give to the pariſh officers 
an account of himſelf, what pariſh he 
removes from, with whom he laſt 
worked, and where he paid his laſt 

contri - 
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contribution, and then let him freely 
abide. If the officers of the pariſh 
chuſe not to admit him as a pariſhioner, 
nor ſuffer him to contribute to their 
fund, then let them give notice to the 
pariſh officers wherc he laſt paid his 
contribution, that they will pay, or ten- 
der to them, his portion of his earnings, 
according to the proportion aſcertain- 
ed; and in ſuch caſe he ſhall continue 
a pariſhioner, and be entitled, in caſe 


of neceſſity, to obtain relief from the 


fund to which he continues to contri- 
bute. 

All baſtard children to be deemed 
pariſhioners where their mothers are 
lettled, but their ſworn fathers liable 
to the ſame proviſion as at preſent for 
iuch natural children. 

Nor could this promote vagrancy ; 
for, if no vagrant were reheved (as he 
ought not to be) he muſt work or 
ſtarve. He could not wander far— 
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and it muſt be very eaſily aſcertained, 
where a man able to work- made his 
laſt contribution. | 

As to ability to work, wherever 


application is made for relicf, I would 


have no interpoſition of a juſtice of 
peace. If the miniſter of the pariſh, 
if the churchwardens and overſeers, if 
the man elected by themſelves out of 
the induſtrious poor, are not hkely to 
be better judges than a ſtranger, it 
would be marvellous; and as to juſtice 
and humanity, why ſhould we ſuppoſe 
them more deſtitute of it, who are on 
the ſpot, and better acquainted with 
all the circumſtances of the perſon, 
than others can be? If therefore it 
ſhould appear to them, that ſuch perſon 
applying for relief is capable of aſſiſting 
himſelf either wholly or in part, 1 
would ſuppoſe them competent to 
judge and decide; and, on provieing 
tor ſuch perſon employment, : would 


by 
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by no means have them amenable to a 
Juſtice's order, at the clamour or impor- 
tunity of thoſe who chuſe to eat and be 
idle. It is neither cruel, inhuman, or 
uncharitable, to make the drones and 
the vile ſuffer: the word of God has 
determined, if a man will not work, 
neither ſhould he eat. I confeſs I am 
not the leaſt afraid in any pariſh, that 
the poor left to the judgment of ſuch 
a corporation as I have mentioned, 
ſhould ſuffer any unreaſonable hard- 
ſhip ; but if they refuſe the duty they 
owe to the community, and will not 
do what they can for their own main- 
tenance, I own I would have them 
puniſhed, not with a houſe of correc. 
tion, but with hunger; and I am fully 
perſuaded, when a man felt he muſt 
work or ſtarve, he would be compelled 
to be induſtrious. 

But as no precautions can prevent 
the poſhbility of diſpute, ſhould doubts 
about 
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about any ſettlement ariſe, where can 
be the difficulty of adjuſting it without 
the intervention of lawyers? nay, in all 
caſes concerning the poor, what incon- 
venience could ariſe from an expreſs 


alt of parliament, forbidding any 


charge to be incurred by pariſhes in 
lawyers' fees ? 

Suppoſe the juſtices of peace who 
now ſummarily decide many contro- 
verſes, held once a month a ſpecial 
ſeſſion in every large market town on 
the market day:—if themſelves be inte- 
reſted parties, in that caſe, the matter 
in diſpute to go to another ſeſſion in 
the neighbourhood, where no ſuch 
objection lay the overſeers of the 
poor, with the perſon in diſpute, to 
appear with their evidence and vouch- 
ers; the ſimplicity of which, diveſted 
of the chicane of mercenary pleaders, 
{whoſe object cannot be ſuppoſed to 
be ſo much, truth as the ſervice of their 


clients, } 
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clients), would much more probably 


afford the juſtices an opportunity of 
deciding the caſe equitably than at 


preſent. But let it be admitted, that 
any deciſion thus made, were unjuſt; 
(though for ſuch a ſuppuſition there 
appears not to be the ſhadbw of argu- 
ment) ſtill the effect would be leſs in- 
jurious than the expence that uſually 
attends the trial under the preſent 
mode of litigation; where even the 
ſucceſsful party is grievouſly amerced, 
and the loicr ſuffers more in gencral 
than would have furniſhed the whole 
maintenance of the object in diſpute, 
and is faddled wich that beſide. And as 
the objett muſt have a maintenance, 
and it is immaterial to the community 
at large where, every ſhilling ſpent in 
tne diſpute is fo much loſt to the 
nation; that is to ſay, it goes out of the 
pockets of thoſe who would have em- 
ployed it in productive labour, to main- 
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tain thoſe whoſe profeſſion, however 
reſpettable, contributes nothing in this 
caſe to the advantage of the commu. 
nity. How many thouſands and ten 
thouſands of pounds have been ſpent, 
under an apprehenſion that ſuch a one 
miglit in ſome future time become bur- 
denſome to the pariſh, who in fact 


never had been fo, and from whoſe 


poſterity perhaps they will never re- 
ceive the leaſt injury! and where the 
party or his family have been actually 
burdenſome, the expence of the litiga- 
tion, in multiphed inſtances, exceeds all 
the loſs which could have becn incurred 
from the object of litigation. To abol:!l 
therefore this heavy and uſeleſs ex- 
pence, is a matter too deſirable not io 
be attempted, and too practicable nut 
to be attained, whenever the legiſlature 

pleaſes. 
Indeed I ſee no difficulty in the 
adjuſtment of this matter, without any 
interpoſition 
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interpoſition of juſtices whatever. 
Might not each 
themſelves, and they a third indifferent 
perſon, and the matter be ſettled by 
their award upon the ſpot, without 
appeal, and without expence ? 
Reviewing the whole, confidering 
the expences to be avoided, and the 
aſſiſtance which will be given to the 
fund from all the ſourees above recited; 
it muſt be evident, that if friendly ſoci- 
etics can afford a competent relief, this 
plan is attended with many and greater 
advantages, and free from the objec- 
tions and inconveniences which attend 
theſe voluntary affociations. Vaſt con- 
tributions flow from thoſe who never 
expe, and in human probability can 
never need relief; no extra expence is 
incurred, as in the caſe of all the 
money ſpent at public houſes, which is 
in reality a conſiderable addition to the 
ſubſcription ; and the morals as well as 


the 


pariſh chuſe one of 
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the earnings of the poor abundantly 
better guarded by being removed from 
the temptation of ſuch houſes of public 
reſort, where it is impoſſible not to 
obſerve, that the firſt penny ſpent is but 
a prelude to the next,—and that all 
collections of men in places of general 
entertainment, have a natural and ne- 
ceſſary tendency to lead them into in- 
temperance, with all the evils which 
flow from it, and are its general un* 
happy conſequences. The money for 
widows, and that expended on funerals, 
is wholly ſaved; and the loſs of labour, 
in attendance on funerals and meetings, 
which amounts to no inconſiderable 
ſum, prevented. | 
An objeQtion that hath becn made 
to this plan is, that the ſocieties are vo- 
luntary aſſociations; but the ſubſcrip- 
tion here ſuggeſted, compulſive. 
I admit it; but if the end of all ſo- 
ciety is deſigned to ſecure the greateſt 
E poſſible 
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poſſible benefits to the whole, and every 
individual; and if ſuch ſocieties have 
contributed greatly to the relief of their 
members, will it not be an univerſal 
benefit to make the aſſociation as gene- 
ral as poſſible ? and if the great ſociety, 
the nation, of which we are a part, re- 
ceives advantage, can any individual 
reaſonably complain, that, in return 
for all the benefits he enjoys in the pro- 
tection and comfort of ſuch ſociety, he 
is called upon to contribute ſuch a ſhare 
of his property (and fo ſmall a one too) 
as the united voice of the ſociety judges 
to be beneficial to the whole? 

It has been objeQted alſo, that the 
perſons here called upon to contribute, 


will be injured by an immediate expen- 
diture of their contributions for the re- 
lief of the neceſſities of thoſe who have 
not, hike themſelves, contributed before 
to form a fund for their own mainte- 
Nance, | 


I re- 
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I reply : that wherever a beginning 
is neceſſary for ſuch an aſſociation, this 
objection is unavoidable. It never can 
commence without ſome perſons reap- 
ing the benefit, who have not aſſiſted in 
raiſing the fund. But one grain of 
public ſpirit, of piety and charity, ſhould 
ſilence every murmur. A very ſhort 
time, which muſt remove the aged and 
infirm, will remove the ground of the 
objection. But who are theſe perſons 
to be relieved ? moſt probably, the an- 
ceſtors, parents, near relatives, at leaſt, 
the friends, and neighbours of the per- 
ſons called upon to contribute; and 
whom, excluſive of all compulſive obli- 
gation, it would have been their duty 
to have aſſiſted. 

But to take off even a great part of 
all poſſible objection, let the preſent 
poor be ſubſiſted according to the pre- 
ſent pariſh allowance; but the ſub- 
ſcribers, if reduced, be entitled to a 

E 2 more 
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more liberal relief; and I think it 
worthy ſome eſtimation, that it will 
come in a more liberal manner, not as 
the extorted alms of a pariſh, but as a 
juſt return for a valuable conſideration 
paid by themſelves. 

But ſhould any idea of ſeeming hard- 
ſhip yet remain, I can only urge, that, 
for the gencral good, ſome trivial par- 
tial inconveniences ought to be ſub- 
mitted to; the duration of which muſt 
be ſo ſhort, and the benefits to poſterity 
fo abundant. 

It has been objected, that though 
this ſcheme may be practicable in ſmal- 
ler pariſhes and diſtricts, where every 
individual is more diſtinctly viewed and 
known, that in the mctropolis, and 
the larger and more extenſive towns 
and pariſhes, 1t would be difficult, if 
not unpratticable, to carry this plan 
into execution. Well, valcat quantum 
70% %: let it be carried into effect, where 

I 
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it is praQticable, and let the beneficial 
influence of it be ſeen. Adopt ſuch 
parts as are practicable; perhaps, in 
very populous and vaſt bodies, in Lon- 
don, and the great manufacturing places, 
ſome farther powers may be granted, 
and the principal inhabitants empowered 
to purſue ſuch ſteps as may carry into 
effect the grand object of theſe regula- 
tions, whether by dividing the pariſhes 
into diſtritts, or by the appointment of 
an inſpector or two, or more, who 
ſhould be obliged to viſit the diſtreſſed 
poor, inform himſelf, and make a re- 
port to the veſtry of the real ſtate of 
ſuch as apply for relief, that the reality 
of their wants, and the quantum of ſup- 
ply, may be rightly apportioned. 

More difficulty, perhaps, may occur 
in collecting the contributions from 
women's earnings than from men, partly 
as not being ſo generally employed on 
wages to the weekly amount of three. 

E 3 ſhillings, 
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ſhillings, and partly as ſpinning, card- | 
ing, &c. by the pound. Whoever pays | 
for ſuch work, ſhould deduR one thirty- | 
fexth of the profits of the labour; and | 
alſo to engage a cordial readineſs to pay | 
| 
| 
| 


their quota, no woman, who doth not 
contribute to the fund, ſhall be entitled 
to more than two ſhillings, or, perhaps, 
one and fixpence, weekly relief. But 
were the labours of women wholly ex- 
cluded from contribution, I have no 
objection; that of the men alone, I | 
hope, might prove adequate. 
I hadpropoſed(as this ſcheme was drawn 
up previous to the laſt tax on publicans) |; 
that to increaſe the fund, from one of 
the chief cauſes which makes it neceſ- 
ſary, every public houſe ſhould pay ſo 
much per quarter for beer brewed, or | 
per barrel for beer ſold, to the pariſh | 
Rock. Whether theſe keepers of pub- 
lic houſes can now bear ſuch additiona] 
tax, deſerves conſideration. If they 
can 
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can, it is highly reaſonable, that they, 
who ſwallow up ſo much of poor men's 
wages, ſhould proportionably contri- 
bute to their maintenance ; * 
when, in many caſes, the poverty, and 
the diſeaſe that requires relief, can be 
traced up to the intemperance which 
hath brought it on. At preſent, I will 
only ſuppoſe ſuch publican to gain gs. 
per week; and be rated to contribute 
in ſuch proportion. 

Stock in trade to be rated as at pre- 
ſent, and reduced to the proportionate 
twentieth with the occupier of lands 
and houſes. 

Accounts to be ſettled annually be- 
fore the juſtices, as at preſent. 

Every perſon who wants relief muſt 
appear at the veſtry ; or give notice, that 
he may be viſited by one of the corpo- 
ration, who ſhall report what is his fitu- 
ation; whether he can aſſiſt in any mea- 
ſure to procure himſelf any mainte- 

E 4 nance ; 
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nance; and what relief is really necef. 
fary for him. 

I have made a very exad enquiry in- 
to the ſtate of my pariſh; and find that 
the productive labour of women is but 
ſmall, very ſeldom ſo high as 'thi&e 
ſhillings a week; and, till it exceeds 
that ſum, I wiſh not for any contribu- 

tion; but where women are employed 
in manufaQtures, their wages are more 
conſiderable, and would afford afliſt- 
ance to the fund. 
In my pariſh I find twenty-four la- 
bouring men and manufacturers, whoſe 
weekly earnings amount to the fum of 
71. 148. at the loweſt. The weekly 
ſubſcription, at one 
5. d. 

361⁴⁰, will be - 4 3 and a fraftion. 
ata 24th, - 6 42 
and as the hary eſt month, when they 
have board" and a great increaſe of 
wages, from two gnineas to fifty ſhil- 

| lings, 
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lings, will afford a proportionate larger 

ſubſcription, I may reckon the weekly 

contribution, at leuſ ' 

at one 36 4 6 

2 Ys 1 

' Befides theſe, we have ſervant- men 

and maids, vo are hired by the year, 

and live vin We ſeveral families, whoſe 

wages amounts to about * IG, : 
S. G. 


£: 

= | 169 10 o 
One 18th of which 1 ũẽũ„%%g«Hmn³ʒ 
vill produce } I. 4; 


One 12th - - 14 2 6 


The weekly ſubſcrip- 3 97 
tion at an 18th - } [andafrattion 


At a 12th = - } a8 
The total of which, at 
a 24th and 12th } 12 14 


At a 36th and 18th - - < 8 1 
If it be conſidered, that the wages 
Is taken at the loweſt rate, whilſt a ma⸗ 
jority 


% 
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jority of the labourers (as they with us 
uſually work by the great) earn from 
ſeven to nine ſhillings per week. — 

If the occaſional contribution at 
church to relieve any ſudden diftreſs, 
which muſt elſe have burdened the 
pariſh, be added—If the additional 
contribution of unmarried young men 
Hand ſome contribution from women's 
labour, at leaſt in ſome ſeaſons. of the 
year, be taken into the account, I pre- 
ſume it will add, at leaſt, 18. per week to 
a 36th, and 1s. 6d. toa 24th. I will 
ſuppoſe, however, to make the ſum 
even, that 


A complete 36th ] per week. | per ann. 

and 18th of oo * 
weekly and an- M 5. d. s. 
_ wages, will | 9 o | 23 8 

A complete — 13 6 35 2 
and 12th - | 


On examining our real pariſh rental 
I find it will amount to 1000], or up- 


wards, 


K: «a.  4# th 
— . . 
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wards, one - twentieth of which, gol. 
added to the firſt and ſmalleſt. contribu- 
tion, 231. 88. makes 73). 8s. 

But, as the landholders would feel 
themſelves exceedingly relieved, if their 
rate was reduced but to a fifteenth of 


the rent, eſpecially, ſuppoſing in that 


caſe, the larger contribution from the 
labourers was n the produce 
would be, 

„ * 4 


From the landholders, 75 © © 
From the induſtrious, - 35 2 © 


£110 2 © 


Such would then be the fund for the 
relief of the poor. It remains to exa- 
mine, what we at preſent pay for their 


relief. On examining the pariſh-books. 


I find our two laſt years gil. 5s. and 
g6l. and the preceding years, and pre- 
ſent, ſeem to be nearly on an average 

with 
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with theſe. But there are charges in 
the poor-rate book which have no re- 
ference to the poor-expences ; ſuch as, 
to the overſeers of the roads—conſta- 


bles, &c. — 
. & . 


In 1786, to 3 15 15 11 
In 1786, to — 23 11 2 


which, deducted from the apparent 
poor-rate, would leave the real charge 
of their maintenance in 1783, 75l. 98. 1d. 
in 1786, 721. 8. 10d. So that the low- 
eſt ſum of contribution will, on an ave. 
rage, juft equal the preſent calls of the 
poor, and the higheſt exceed them 
more than g6l. What farmer is there 
who would not count himſelf highly re- 
lieved, by limiting his poor-rate to a 
15th of his rent? And what a noble 
additional proviſion might be immedi. 
ately made for the poor, if ſo conſider- 
able a ſum as 36l. or a part of it, in- 

creaſed 
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Paw ©, © Wi & 


ad . _ tun 


— 
1 
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creaſed their preſent allowance? or 
otherwiſe, let it accumulate for the fu- 
ture relief of the contributors ? 

I have only to add, that were ſuch 
ſteps taken as I recommend, they would, 
I apprehend, greatly tend to lefſen the 
burden, by decreaſing the numbers of 
the poor, —aſliſting them better to ſup- 
ply their own wants—enabling the dili- 
gent and induſtrious to make their la- 
bour more produttive, and conſequent- 
ly, to increaſe — 1 con- 
tribution. -. - 

Upon a review of the whole, I think 
it a matter highly deſerving conſidera- 
tion, how far this plan, or ſomething 
like it, deferves to be adopted ; and 
ſhould local circumſtances render the 
execution leſs prafticable, ſome of the 
hints given, may, probably, be not 
unworthy adoption. I ſhall rejoice if 
I have but ſuggeſted a line, that may 
have a tendency to promote the greater 

eaſe 
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eaſe and happineſs of the induſtrious 
farmer, the indigent and aged; and 
they who may flight the hints here 
given as infghik or inaduaif6le, 
will forgive my intruſion onthe public, 
and do me the juſtice, at leaſt to be. 

lieve, that I wiſh well to my country. 


FINIS. 


